CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Wisdom for Aging”, Ecclesiastes 11: 9-12:7, 13 (Devotional: Psalm 71:1-12)

October 16, 2011 (key vs. Ecclesiastes 12: 13)
Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:

1. Understand the importance of seeking God in our youth.
2. As we move toward death reflect on the meaning of life.
3. At all stages of life identify ways that we can honor God with our lives.

Discussion Topic:      What is the meaning of life with or without God?
In Depth:
I.  Rejoice in Life





Ecclesiastes 11: 9-11
“God wants us to enjoy life.”  “One of the greatest challenges of life is to truly live while we are alive.”  Enjoyment in life must “…be governed and managed by a keen awareness of one’s accountability to God…judgment.”
II. Honor God





Ecclesiastes 12: 1
When young, no one really contemplates death, however, old age, failing strength and health, and a sure death are inevitable.  Youth is fleeting and life is short.  At all stages of life (especially our youth), we need to take seriously opportunities in our youth and throughout life and conduct ourselves accordingly out of reverence for God!  Remember the aging process will have an impact on our ability to maximize life’s pleasures.  “…Youth is the optimum time to make oneself available to God and thereby maximize responsibility the pleasures God would have us enjoy.”  Again, Life’s pleasures should honor God!
III. Accept Death as  a Normal Part of Life

Ecclesiastes 12: 6-7

A dried up well with a rotted wooden bucket, a ghost town, etc., are all metaphorical images of death.  Things don’t last forever, its par for the course of life.  Death is a normal part of life.  Death is a normal part of life.  It’s coming brings grief, however, since God ordained it, honor God by accepting what He has ordained.
IV.  The Duty of Humankind



Ecclesiastes 12: 13

The conclusion of the whole book of Ecclesiastes:  “Fear (have reverence/respect) God, and keep His commandments:  for this is the whole duty of man.”  Then your life will have meaning; and at judgment you will receive an award.
Search the Scriptures
1. How are childhood and youth described?   (Eccl. 11: 10)  __________________________________________________________________
2. In the days of our youth who are we to remember; and what is said about evil days and pleasure?         (vs. 12: 1) __________________________________________________________________
3. What did the preacher is Ecclesiastes mean when he said, “…all is vanity.”  __________________________________________________________________
4. “Can we stand face-to-face with the aging process and embrace the inevitable approach of death as a time of reunion, renewal, and fulfillment?”  What role does our relationship with God play in all this?  __________________________________________________________________
5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

“…Judgment is not to be feared, rather, it is a crowning moment to be welcomed by all those who spent their days celebrating life and pursuing the desires of their hearts in ways that honor God.”

