CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Wisdom and Discernment”, Proverbs 25: 1-10 (Devotional: 1 Kings 3: 5-14)

September 25, 2011 (key vs.9)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:

1. Know the wisdom of following godly advice in dealing with others;
2. Know and feel what it means to love and treat others like we want to be treated; and do something this week that promotes harmony with others.
Make It Happen:  “…live for and glorify God in our relationships.”  Solomon gives the following godly advice:  “(1)  ...realize that to live righteously, we must study and apply God’s Word; (2)  Pray for leaders, family, friends, and coworkers who do not know God; (3)  By our actions, be an example for others to see Christ; (4)  If we have a disagreement with others, attempt to settle it privately; (5)  Do not bring attention to the disagreement but follow God’s instructions; (6)  Reflect on our relationships by recognizing evil doers and deceivers that attempt to create chaos; and (7) Purify our relationships” (separate self from evil).
In Depth:
I.  Wisdom Should Build Relationships



Proverbs 25: 1-3
Not only is wisdom good to build relationships between God and Kings, but the information is good for developing personal relationships at all levels.  Scripture gives instruction for leaders and those who want to become leaders. “…God’s glory is incomprehensible”, yet He reveals certain things that must be searched out.  Our goal is to reflect God’s glory and to do this we must know more about God’s character and Will.  We must study God’s Word.

II. Wisdom Should Purify Relationships



Proverbs 23: 4-5
Silver must be purified by fire to remove dross (iron Oxide).  Evil must be removed by the King to purify his court.  “Disloyal and foolish advisors must be removed...and liars who seek to create problems, division, and difficulty.”  An evil person can cause serious problems.  The key is to be surrounded by and have relationships with people based on righteousness.  Wisdom seeks peace.
III. Wisdom Should Guide Relationships



Proverbs 25: 6-7
A wise person does not see self promotion-exaltation, but is an example of humility and self-denial.  Jesus in Luke 14 taught that we are not to “seek social recognition through relationships, appearance, titles, or material possessions.”  Let God lift you up (not yourself or man) and avoid embarrassment.
IV.  Wisdom Should Handle Relationships


Proverbs 25: 8-10

I have heard of stories of church members suing each other in a court of law.  This is unbiblical and sad!  Solomon gave the following instructions:  “(1)  …try to handle complaints and disagreements on a private level…” (not in court); (2) don’t complain to others about “…our neighbor, friend, or coworker; (3)  do …not discuss with others what we have discussed with another person in secret…” (Otherwise the results are more trouble and negativity and a bad reputation for the offender); and (4) “after the disagreement has been discussed, end it privately and we will not endure shame.”
Search the Scriptures
1. Knowing that God’s Word is sometimes beyond man’s simple comprehension, what is the importance of studying God’s Word?  (vs. 2)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “What advice did Solomon give to men in the kingdom with self-seeking plans and pride?         (vs. 6-7) __________________________________________________________________
3. Discus how believers can purify their lives and relationships?
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

· Our actions can bring shame and dishonor God, when we don’t use the wisdom that comes with following God’s Word.

· We must study God’s Word and apply it daily to our lives.


