CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“True Leadership” (Jesus Came To Serve)

Mark 10: 35-45 (key verse 45)
February 20, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. Sometimes we are underhanded in seeking an advantage over others with our selfish (hidden) agenda seeking power, even in church; and we must beware of ourselves and others.
2. The other 10 disciples were upset with James and John because of their selfishness.

3. Jesus turned a negative situation into a teaching moment about humility; being a servant leader; and His mission to die on the cross for the sins of the world. 
Discussion Topic:
· What are some examples of power grabs in church; and what does this show about the individual’s spirituality?
Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    A Bold and Selfish Request





Mark 10: 35-37
(* James and John were selfishly looking for honor and power when they requested choice seats when Jesus returned to the Kingdom of God)
II.  The Master’s Answer






Mark 10: 38-40
(* Jesus let them know that their request was beyond their level of comprehension; and asked them if they would be able to go through what He had to experience (humiliation, suffering and death on the cross); and He also let them know that the seats they requested were not His to give, but whoever His Father had assigned.)
III.  Selfishness Provides a Teaching Moment



Mark 10: 41-45
(* With a worldly perspective power is used to take advantage of others for personal gain, but Jesus taught that to be great in the Kingdom of Heaven you had to be a servant; and that He came to serve and  not be served.)
Q & A
1. What did James and John approach Jesus about?  (vs. 35-37) _________________________________________________________________________

2. What question did Jesus ask them in response; how did they respond; and what did Jesus tell them about the 2 seats they requested?  (vs. 38-40)  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How did the other disciples react to James’ and John’s request?      (vs. 41)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Jesus used their selfishness as a teaching moment for them all, but what did He teach them?  (vs. 42-45)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________

I learned that:  
Baptism and the cup were symbols of death and the humiliation, pain and suffering that Jesus had to face to save others; and James and John did not understand what they were really asking for by their request. 

“Christ challenges us to change our priority from hunger for power to love for service.”

