CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Tradition and Love”, Song Of Solomon 4: 8-5: 1a (Devotional: Genesis 2: 18-24)

October 23, 2011 (key vs. 4: 16)
Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:

1. Understand the beauty and wonder of love is truly made manifest in a committed marriage relationship.
2. Know that we need to reflect on our attitude about love and commitment; and what it means to follow God’s plan that honors the marriage commitment.

Discuss the Meaning
“Solomon expressed his feelings for his bride without detailing exactly what occurred in the privacy of their bedroom.  What lessons can couples learn from his example?  How can couples sidestep questions that are an invasion of marital privacy?”
In Depth:
I.  Invitation to Love 




Song of Solomon 4: 8-9
Christians should be encouraged as they ponder love and commitment.  The invitation to love and have a deeper relationship is the foundation of marriage.  Solomon knew how to express his feeling to a woman in this regard.  He told his bride how she “ravished” his “heart”, and how she was a treasure to him.  When God gave Eve to Adam, he described her as part of his own flesh.  Many single people are looking for a soul mate; others are trying to revive their marriages; some jumped into marriage without asking God, “is this the one.”  Before marriage and even through the struggles that many of us face in our marriages we can seek God’s help, and commit ourselves to following biblical principles, to help us honor our marriage commitment.
II. Love Expressed





Song of Solomon 4: 10-15
Solomon knew how to express himself to the woman who would be his future wife (he had 700 wives and 300 concubines-secondary wives; and their idol worship brought him down in the end).  First he meditated on their good-sweet qualities; second he knew how to compliment them on their physical attributes (the sweetness of his bride’s lips); third he let her know about the beauty, joy, and value she would bring to his life.  
Many men have problems deeply expressing themselves emotionally and our inability to do so opens up the door of doubt and discord (called little foxes in the lesson).  Number 1 is “Past Experiences” (verbal, sexual, or physical abuse; a failed marriage or bad advice).  Number 2 is “Harsh Words” because how spouses speak to each other (familiarity breeds contempt) sets the tone.  Our tongue can either bless or curse, and do much good or harm (see James 3: 5).  Don’t curse at each other or use abusive language.  Support each other and be positive.  Number 3 is “Family and Friends”  because while we need trusted advisors (pastor, marriage counselor or friend who respects confidentiality and has our best interest at heart) keep your personal business and intimacy behind close doors and out of the public arena. ( “Don’t put your business into the street”, is what my parents told me.)  Some things are nobody else’s business! 
III.  Love Enjoyed





Song of Solomon 4: 16-5: 1a

Like Solomon we need a poetic appetite to fuel the flames of our passion and love that honors our spouse, our marriage commitment and honors God!  Know that (1) True love surpasses all else, and we must prioritize after the honeymoon; and “remember the why of love and execute the how to love.  Number (2)  True love is satisfying, “It quenches emotional and physical thirst, thus eliminating the need to sip from another fountain.”  Number (3) True love is physical, as the beauty of sex is celebrated in marriage, it is freely given and received (example:  Adam and Eve where in the Garden “naked and unashamed”).  Number 5 True love is a mix of sweet and bitter herbs, as life has is trials and tribulations.  “The key is to assure that external situations strengthen, not weaken, marr5iage commitments.”  Single woman need to keep their garden closed (look at a man’s heart, not the physical appearance).  Single men should not pressure a woman to open her garden, “...expressing love in non-physical ways”, until the marriage takes place, that enhances this special relationship and commitment to each other.
Search the Scriptures
1. “What did Solomon’s beloved do to him?  (Song of Solomon 5: 19)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. List some of the things Solomon had to say about her.  (5: 10)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

The Song of Solomon has been debated by many scholars.  It was interpreted until the 19th century “as an allegory of God’s love for His people.”  Today it is recognized as love poetry..

