CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“The Superiority of Wisdom”, Proverbs 9: 13-18 (Devotional: Psalm 33: 13-22)

October 9, 2011 (key vs. Proverbs 9: 16 )

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:

1. Trust the superiority of wisdom over force.
2. Don’t look down on the poor and their wisdom, because we need to “examine our attitudes about listening to the thoughtful words of the wise.”
Discussion Topic:   

 With all the injustice and violence in this world, why is it important that we look at things from an eternal perspective?
In Depth:
I.  The Poor but Wise Man




Proverbs 9: 13-16
Ecclesiastes was written from the perspective of an elder who has seen a lot in life.  If we view life strictly from a worldly view, we can not count on good or wise people getting rewarded.  The term “Under the Sun” is used often in this book, to mean the viewpoint on this earth without eternity in view.  A story was told how a poor man’s wisdom saved a small city from a powerful king.  After it was all over with, the poor man was forgotten about.  The point is that wisdom is better than strength, weather if comes from a poor man versus a powerful king.  When we look at things from a worldly perspective where the poor man’s wisdom was despised, remember that we need a spiritual (eternal) perspective.  In heaven to the poor man’s wisdom will be rewarded.  “Only with eternity in view can we make sense of the suffering and injustice in this world.  When we remember that God will make all things right in the end, it makes sense to pursue wisdom and justice.  There may be no happy ending here on earth, but we know that our just and loving God will make all things right.”
II. The Benefit of Wisdom Over Folly


Proverbs 9: 17-18
A flashy loud mouth style many times hides lack of substance and the foolish are drawn to it.  The crowd loves the sharp dresser, good dancer, or the trash talker.  This is the style of those who rule over fools.  Quiet words of wisdom have substance.  A loud mouth sinner can stir up a foolish crowd, and get many hurt or killed.  Even in church we have agitators, but we need to “listen to quiet words of wisdom and peace.”
Search the Scriptures
1. “What method of war did the powerful king attempt to use against a small city?”   (vs. 14)  __________________________________________________________________
2. “What happened to the poor man and his wisdom after he saved the city?”         (vs. 15-16) __________________________________________________________________
3. “How should we respond to quiet words of wisdom”?  (vs. 17)  __________________________________________________________________
4. “Who or what can destroy the peace brought about by wisdom?”  (vs. 18)  __________________________________________________________________
5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

Wisdom and faith are important!  I need to view life from a spiritual/eternal perspective, where in the end God will reward, because with a worldly perspective I may not see it in this physical life.  A worldly view lacks wisdom and faith and can diminish my hope.

