CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“The Search for Meaning” (Praying for all Leaders)

1 Timothy 2: 1-6; 3: 14-16 (key verse 1 Timothy 2: 5)
March 6, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., March-May

Objectives:
1. Paul wanted Timothy and his church to pray that God would give civil authorities wisdom.
2. Know that “when we pray God’s blessings upon our civil leaders, social harmony can result.”
3. Strive to model godly Christian behavior that will glorify the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Discussion Topic:
· The Roman Emperor, Nero, put Paul in prison and signed his death warrant; why did Paul instruct Timothy to pray for him and the Roman leaders?
Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    The Command to Pray for Civil Authority


1 Timothy 2: 1, 2
(* Nero was so paranoid that he had his mother murdered, set Rome on fire and blamed Christians, he tortured Christians and through them to the lions, put Paul in prison to await execution.  Paul called upon all believers to pray for all leaders.”
II.  The Results of Preaching and Teaching the Gospel

1 Timothy 2: 3-6
(* While the emperor was acting crazy, Rome itself was enjoying a great time of peace and prosperity.  “If rulers are stabilized through prayer, then society will follow suit.  If society is stable, then it will make it easier to spread the life-giving Gospel of Christ and offer it to the world’s lost.”
III.  Christian Behavior Affirms the Gospel


1 Timothy 3: 14-15
(* Believers are to example good behavior at all times and bring honor to Jesus Christ and His Gospel.)

IV.  Christians Are Custodians of the Greatest of All Mysteries 
1 Timothy 3: 16
( * Jesus Christ existence concerning His pre-earthly life, incarnation/birth, message of salvation and eternal life, suffering, death, resurrection, return to heaven, and Second Coming.) 
Q & A
1. What did Paul encourage Timothy (all believers) to do on behalf of leaders?  (1 Tim. 2: 1,2) _________________________________________________________________________

2. How would God respond by the prayers for our leaders?  (vs. 3,4)  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. There are civil authorities, but who is the ultimate authority, who did he send and what was his mission?      (vs. 5, 6)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How were the Ephesian Christians suppose to behave themselves;  why?  (1 Tim. 3 14-15)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What would the church’s witness reveal?  (1 Tim.. 3: 16) _________________________________________________________________________

6. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________

I learned that:  
“Paul connected social peace with prayers offered up to God on behalf of our political leadership.”  The spread of the gospel is enhanced in a peaceful environment.


