CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“The Lord Provides”, Genesis 22: 1-2, 6-14 (Devotional: Philippians 4: 15-20)

December 18, 2011 (key vv. 12)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Learn about Abraham’s willingness to please God and sacrifice his only son of the covenant.
2. Try to understand and imagine Abraham’s unquestioning faith, especially when tempted (tested).

3. Rededicate and recommit ourselves to God seeking increased faith and obedience to Him.

Discuss the Meaning
· Why do we find it so hard to trust and obey God when tested, while knowing He has our best interest at heart?
In Depth:

I.  God’s Command For A Sacrifice



Genesis 22: 1-2
Neighboring kings could see that God was with Abraham and sought peace with him.  Abraham continually honored God in a pagan and idolatrous society.  God put him to the test (tempted) to prove his loyalty.  He called Abraham to sacrifice his only son as a burnt offering.  Note:  This is a picture of when God would sacrifice His only Son, Jesus, the lamb of God, for the sins of the world.
II. Abraham’s Sojourn of Faith




Genesis 22: 6-8
Abraham was told by God where to go for this sacrifice, and he brought the wood, knife, and his son, Isaac, for the sacrifice.  Isaac questioned his father on where was the lamb?  Abraham told Isaac that God would provide the lamb for the burnt offering.  He trusted God and both father and son continued on their journey together with unwavering faith. 
III. Abraham’s Willingness To Obey God



Genesis 22: 9-10
Isaac obeyed his father, was tied up and placed on the wood.   Abraham raised the knife to kill his son for the burnt offering in obedience to God (we can only imagine what must have been going through his mind).
IV. God Keeps His Promise and Provides



Genesis 22: 11-14
As Abraham proved his loyalty and faithfulness; God also proved Himself faithful.  As Abraham raised the knife, an angel from heaven called out and told him to stop.  When Abraham looked around he saw a ram with its horns stuck in a bush.  God provided Abraham with a sacrifice.  Abraham named the place Jehovah-Jireh (the Lord will provide)!  Note:  Many theologians believe that this is the sight of Jerusalem, or where Solomon built the temple; or now that it’s the site of the “present-day location of the Dome of the Rock, one of the holiest places on earth for Muslims.”
Search the Scriptures
1. “Where did God tell Abraham to take his son and what did He tell him to do there?  (vs. 2) __________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was Abraham’s response when Isaac asked him where the lamb for the sacrifice was?”  (vs. 8) __________________________________________________________________________________
3. What must we remember when we are being tested/tempted?  __________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

In this life we will all be tempted (tested) and many times I don’t like it; however, each test strengthens my faith.  I believe but there are times when doubt tries to creep in.  Here lately I have been praying and reading Mark 9: 23, 24; and Luke 17:5 for help with unbelief and for increased faith.

