CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

Joshua 7: 1, 10-12, 22-26 (Devotional Reading:  Romans 6: 1-11)
“The Agony of Defeat”  (key verse #1)
July 3, 2011

Adapted from:  “Adult Bible Quarterly”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., June-August

Objectives:  (Know That)
1. Many times we hide our wrong doings, only to have them exposed later.
2. All people are capable of acting deceitfully.
3. There are consequences for our actions good or bad.
Discussion Topic(s):
· What wisdom were the elders trying to teach us when they said, “one bad apple can spoil the whole barrel?
· What implications does the above saying and obedience to God’s Word have for the church today?
Biblical Journey---  *Students Should Know That:
I.    The Crime







Joshua 7: 1
(* Achan stole portio9ns of the spoils from Jericho that were suppose to be devoted to the Lord; and this was after a stern warning from God through Joshua (losing God’s presence, blessings and future victories).  Achan hid his sin, however, God was watching and was angry.  The whole nation suffered because of what he did and they lost the next battle.)
II.  God’s Solution to the Crime





Joshua 7: 10-12
(* After the defeat Joshua prayed and God gave him the answer.  Israel had sinned and the people would have to be sanctified.  God would return to the people if they obeyed Him, but not if they kept evil in their midst.  Just like cancer has to be removed from the body, Achan, his family and everything he owned had to be removed before God’s glory would return.)
III.  Joshua’s Response






Joshua 7: 22-26
(* After Achan was found out he confessed about the stolen garment and precious metals he hid in his tent.  To stop the contamination of the entire nation, Achan, his family and all that he had was utterly destroyed.  Once the evil was removed, God returned back to Israel.)

Q & A
1.  What was the crime and what effect did it have on others?  (vs.1)                                              ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What did God reveal to Joshua, what would happen now when they faced their enemies; and what would be their status with God while accursed?  (vs. 10-12)   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did Achan steal that brought the curse on the nation of Israel; and what had to be done to correct this situation? (vs.22-26) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did God reveal to you through this scripture lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

· We may fool others and even convince ourselves, but we can’t fool God; and “…hidden sin is not a forgiven sin.”  I’m reminded that everything done in the dark will be brought to light.
· The God of the Old Testament didn’t play; thank God for Jesus and His grace and mercy (people want God’s love, but ignore the fact that He is also a God of Judgment)!

