CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Teaching Values”, Proverbs 15: 21-33 (Devotional: Proverbs 1:1-7)

September 18, 2011 (key vs. 32)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Note:  Bible Background:  Proverbs 10: 1-15: 33, also see the NIV translation.
Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will know that:
1. Heeding advice that follows godly wisdom is to our advantage!
2. And that “Without advice and support, the path of life is downward”; and we must “decide to follow the advice offered in proverb.”
Discuss the Meaning:  “Read verse 22 and consider this:  If plans fail without counsel, then why do so many people start businesses, ministries, and families without consulting others with relevant experience?  Identify barriers to seeking counsel.”
In Depth:
I.  Right Actions




Proverbs 15: 21-22, 24-25, 27
Seeking advice from the right source improves the chances of success.  We are to encourage our children “to shy away from making decisions alone and to avoid hasty decision making.”  Fools isolate themselves and make decisions in their over confidence ending up in failure.  A good man’s path is not always easy, but it leads to heaven.  Beware of bribes, greed, and thoughts of selfish gain, that also brings trouble to the family of the foolish.  “Folly” was described as lack of good sense that leads to terrible results.  Failure in seeking advice comes from pride, where “advice from many counselors can avert disaster.”
II. Right Speaking




Proverbs 15: 23, 26, 28
More than being articulate, “a wise person speaks right.”  The motives must be pure with good intentions; and “knowing when to speak.”  A fool has poor timing with his words, has evil intent, and says whatever is on his/her mind, to the detriment of the hearer.  It is the right word, at the right time; and could be an unwelcome rebuke to someone heading in the wrong direction that needs advice, but doesn’t realize it.
III. Right Thinking




Proverbs 15: 31-33

“The hinge on which right speaking and right actions swing is right thinking.”  Solomon taught that we must develop and maintain a God-centered mind.  “A person who thinks right can accept rebuke.  Because he has an open mind, he is teachable and is able to gain understanding”, but not the fool.

Search the Scriptures
1. “What kind of man has joy?”  (vs. 23)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “Whose house will be destroyed?”  (vs. 25) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
3. What is right speaking?  (vs. 23,26, 28)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the key to right thinking?  (vs. 31-33) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

· The scripture teaches that humility comes before honor.  A wise person can accept constructive criticism and is a good listener.

· A fool not only brings trouble to themselves, but also to his/her family.


