CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“Suffering for Others” (Healed by His Bruises)

Isaiah 53: 4-6, 10-12 (key verse 5)
January 30, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. Understand that God is holy and must punish sin; and that Isaiah predicted a suffering servant and birth of Jesus 700 years in advance.
2. Realize that Jesus’ humiliation, pain, suffering and death provided the payment for humanity’s sin.

3. God’s Word (Old & New Testaments) is truth; we need a Savior, because the worldly path leads away from God to destruction, but Jesus made us right before God, as our suffering servant.  (see 2 Corinthians 5: 16-21; Hebrews 10: 10-18; Ephesians 4: 25-5:2; Romans 5: 12-17; Isaiah 52; 53)

Discussion Topic:
· How does mankind’s and your individual unworthiness before God because of sin, influence your appreciation of God’s Salvation and how we interact with others?
Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    He, Who Knew No Sin, Became Sin



Isaiah 53: 4-5
(* Jesus was God’s choice to suffer in our place.  We could never pay the debt for our transgressions, iniquities, infirmities and sorrows.  “The humiliation of the Crucifixion transferred our shame to Him.”) 
II.  Like Sheep, We Are Prone to Wander




Isaiah 53: 6
(* We are born with a sin nature (original sin inherited from Adam & Eve), that leads us away from God and to destruction.  Jesus Christ is the second Adam, who came to lead and restore us back to our right relationship with God.  The choice is ours and either God’s Love (Jesus), or His wrath (hell).
III.  The Servant’s Humiliation Is Matched by His Exaltation
Isaiah 53: 10-12
(* God’s anger about our sin was satisfied when His Son was humiliated, suffered in pain, and died.  Those who believe in Jesus transferred their sin to Him; He transferred the glory of His righteousness to them; thus we are justified because of our faith.  God exalted Jesus when he raised Him from the Grave, restored Him to His seat at the right hand of the Father, and gave Him a name that is above every name.  Every knee shall bow to Jesus!   We have been adopted into God’s holy family and have been exalted to eternal life)
Q & A
1. Who was God’s choice to suffer in our place for sin; and whose wounds brought healing?  (vs. 4, 5) _________________________________________________________________________

2. How was mankind without God described and what was the results and remedy?  (vs. 6)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did God plan on healing mankind; and how would this benefit the suffering servant and those who believe in Him?      (vs.10)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How was Jesus’ foreordained offering made on our behalf rewarded and what did this mean for repentant sinners??  (vs. 11, 12)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  Transgressions:  the intentional violation of the law of God.  Iniquities:  the general practice of sinful, wicked behavior.  Infirmities:  represent all our human weaknesses.  Sorrows:  the emotional pain we experience because of the sins, troubles, disasters and tragedies we encounter in life.”
“We grow spiritually in our suffering and we bless others through our suffering.  Our pain can become a rich reservoir of healing for someone else.”

