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Discussion Topics:

· How does our relationship with God impact our relationship with others?
· How important is prayer in the planning process before taking action?
· How does reputation impact potential favor with those in positions of power to help us?
· “If you fail to plan, your plan to fail.”  What does this old saying mean?
Aim’s
- - - 
Students Should Know That:
1. Because of Nehemiah’s relationship with God, God put Nehemiah in a position to have a relationship with King Artaxerxes, who was sensitive to Nehemiah’s grief, honored his request and gave him the authority and resources to return and build the wall of Jerusalem (100 year stalled project).
2. Nehemiah continued to pray, inspected the wall, strategize/planned, took action, and God gave him the wisdom and favor of the King and people to start and finish the  project.
3. Nehemiah followed God’s plan, encouraged the people and they built the wall that provided protection, restored national pride, and showed their relationship with God.
4. The opposition and mocking of the enemies was designed to cause doubt and discouragement, but Nehemiah knew that God was with him, and faith helped them overcome opposition and fear and they completed the project.
Biblical Journey:
I.    Nehemiah’s Request 




Nehemiah 2: 5
II.   Nehemiah Checks Out the Walls



Nehemiah 2: 11-15
III.  Nehemiah Prepares for Future Problems


Nehemiah 2: 16-20
Q & A
1. “Why do you think Nehemiah was able to motivate the people to action? ____________________________________________________________ 
2. Name two things that give evidence that God was with Nehemiah?

  ______________________________________________________________
3. Can you see yourself being used by God as a leader who motivates His people to action?  Explain.”  ________________________________________________________________
4. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you through this lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

We have to pray, plan, take action, find and encourage willing supporters, and stand on the promises of God when we face opposition.

From a previous sermon on this text, I learned that team work is important.  It doesn’t matter how good a job I do on my section of the wall, because if someone else doesn’t do their part and leaves a gap, the enemy can come through.  We have to help and support each other.


