CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Righteousness and Wisdom”, Proverbs 3: 1-12 (Devotional: Psalm 115:3-11)

September 4, 2011 (key vs. 5, 6)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. “Identify God’s principles for living purposeful lives”;

2. “Trust that God’s wisdom reveals purpose and meaning of life”; and

3. “See God’s wisdom when making choices in daily life.”

Note:  A proverb is “…a brief and to-the-point saying that expresses a basic truth or practical precept.”  (Precept:  command/principle for general rule of action.)

Discussion:   Compare and contrast “knowledge” and “wisdom”.
In Depth:
I.  Three Regards






Proverbs 3: 1-6
King Solomon was exceedingly wise and wealthy, with 700 wives and 300 concubines (although his lust led to his decline, because of their idolatry and his kingdom was divided in two years later). He started out the right way and being wise he knew that all his blessings came from God; and he wanted his son to know this!  He told him 

(1) To not forget God’s law, but to put these commandments in his heart (it’s more than memorization).  People may forget many things, but they never forget how you made them feel, good or bad.  “It is true that the heart retains what the mind forgets.”  

(2) Remember God’s promise and faithfulness and depend on God, because Solomon wanted his son to know that life has its ups and downs and wanted to prepare him.  

(3)  Solomon wanted his son to “have a continual regard for God’s providence”, as he knew that without God he would not be as wealthy, powerful and wise.  It all came from God; and he wanted his son to trust God, be blessed and live life in peace.
II. Three Exhortations





Proverbs 3: 7-12

(Note:  Exhortation is the act of giving warning or advice:  urge strongly.)  Solomon wanted his son to obey God’s law and exhorted his son and other “to action through encouragement.”  First he told his son not to be arrogant and prideful, but “Be not wise in thine own eyes:  Fear the Lord, and depart from evil.  Second he wanted his son to know that when God blesses you give something back to God, help others, and don’t be selfish.  “Honor the Lord with thy substance and with the first fruits of thine increase.”
  Solomon knew his riches came from God and that he had to honor God with them.  And Third, Solomon let his son know that God corrects His children just like human parent do out of love for their long term benefit (sometimes we suffer punishment for our actions).  He warned his son not to disregard God’s correction!
Search the Scripture:
1. “What are the advantages of keeping God’s Word in the heart (Proverbs 3: 2,4)?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Whose path is directed (v. 6)?  _________________________________________

3. Whom does the Lord correct (v. 12)?”  ___________________________________

4. How is the Holy spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

Fearing God means to have reverence; and “to live humbly and dutifully before Him.”  Some people view being wise the wrong way (“self-reliant, prideful, conceited, and arrogant.”)

