CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“Putting the Past Aside” (Reassurance for God’s Purpose)

Isaiah 45: 18-24a (key verse-lesson 20; for me 18)
January 16, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. Just like with Judah, know that the Lord can use our enemies to get our attention and turn us back in the right direction towards Him.
2. Isaiah’s prophetic call reminded the people of their history and future when they chose to listen to or ignore God’s commands.
3. We assemble together to hear God’s Word and must realize that it sets boundaries for us to live within, that will determine our blessings, or self inflicted peril and lost blessings.
Discussion Topic:
· Think about the difference between a wise person and a fool and fill in the blanks that follow.  A ______________ learns from their mistakes, puts the past behind them, and moves forward in a positive direction.  A _______________ keeps repeating the same mistakes (denial-blinded by the darkness) and brings continued peril to their lives.
Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    God Says:  “Listen to Me!”




Isaiah 48: 14
(* The people were called to assemble and listen to God’s Word (scroll of Isaiah), as God wanted them and us to take time to listen and hear Him, because the false idols of this world will only do us harm.)
II.  The Prophet Says:  “God Called Me!”




Isaiah 48:  15, 16
(* God’s Word let the people know that He called Isaiah and that he would be successful, because what the prophet said would happen.  Again, the people needed to listen.)

III.  The Message:  It Could Have Been Different


Isaiah 48:  21, 22
(*  Isaiah let the people know that God knew what was best for them, their suffering and oppression came because they turned away from Him and sought worthless idols; and He wanted them to learn from their mistakes, because things could have been different (blessing not curses).
Q & A
1. Why were God’s people to assemble together?  (vs. 14) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who was speaking and through whom: and how would the people know he was for real?  (vs. 15, 16)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What did God say to His people about listening or ignoring His commandments?             (vs. 17-20)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. God through Isaiah reminded the people of their history (past blessings), as they prepared to leave captivity for renewed redemption; how was this expressed in verses 21, 22?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

Scriptures that are read at our worship services and preached about are more than mere words, they have God’s authority (Jesus shares His authority with believers).

