CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

Judges 13: 1-8, 24-25 (Devotional Reading:  Romans 2: 1-8)
“Preparing for Leadership”  (key verses 24-25)
August 7, 2011

Adapted from:  “Adult Bible Quarterly”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., June-August

Objectives:  (Know That)
1. “Although some of the problems we encounter in life may be similar in nature, God often uses varying methods to solve those problems.
2. God does not need an army to defeat an army; He can accomplish victgory with a single person.”
Discussion Topic(s):
· It has been said that, “God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called.”  What does this mean to you; and have you answered His call?
Biblical Journey---  *Students Should Know That:
I.    The Birth of Samson






Judges 13: 1-5
(* Again, Israel turned away from God and became more and more disrespectful to the judges and God.  The punishment was longer and lasted 40 years (an entire generation).  An angel appeared to Manoah’s wife, who was barren.  He had a message for her about a son she would have, through the power of God, who would lead his people.  The child would be a Nazarite (see Numbers 6) in the womb and she was instructed not to drink wine or strong drink; and not to eat anything unclean (see Leviticus 11).
II.  Parents’ Dedication






Judges 13:6-8
(* Since the angel came to the woman, she told her husband, Manoah.   He prayed and asked God to send the angel back.  He wanted to be sure and get further instructions about raising the child.)
III.  Samson Emerges






Judges 13: 24-25
(* During 40 years of oppression, it was clear that God gave Sampson to his parents; and through God’s power a barren women would have a child; and Sampson would deliver his people.  God gave him extraordinary strength and prepared and guided him.)
Q & A
1.  What were the circumstances of Israel’s plight; what events led to a barren woman being used by God; and what were God’s instructions to her and what plan developed?  (vs. 1-5)                                              ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was the woman’s response; and how did her husband react?  (vs.6-8)   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  How did God’s plan unfold? (vs. 24-25) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did God reveal to you through this scripture lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

God brings people into the world with a purpose; and just like Samson, who was far from perfect, committed many sins and made many mistakes; God was still able to use him for his glory!


