CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“Pay it Forward” (The Servant’s Mission in the World)

Isaiah 49: 1-6 (key verse 6)
January 23, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. Know that a Prophet’s words come from God; and Isaiah’s message was not only for his time, but also for future generations.
2. Realize that not just the New Testament, but the Old Testament also extends God’s Salvation to all that we can either accept or reject.

3. God calls all believers to serve in a specific area; and Isaiah sometimes became frustrated with his calling/service (rejection), but as quickly as he complained, he was well are of God’s protective presence, and we must do the same.

Discussion Topic:
· Can operating outside of the call that God gave us lead to conflict in a congregation?
· What does being steadfast have to do with faithful suffering and the reward of being faithful?

Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    The Anatomy of a Prophetic Call




Isaiah 49: 1
(* God called and equipped Isaiah before he was conceived in his mother’s womb.  Many use and abuse the concept of a “calling” that is more than just preaching.  “First we are called out of sin.  Second, we are called into a specific ministry…everyone in the body of Christ has a function.” See 1 Corinthians 12)

II.  The Call:  Preparation, Responsibility, and Reward


Isaiah 49: 2-4
(* Isaiah had to preach knowing that he would be ignored, yet this did not minimize the power and authority of God’s Word; and he knew that God was with him and would give him strength through it all, and would reward his faithfulness.)
III.  The Reward for Being Faithful




Isaiah 49: 5-6
(*  In spite of his frustration Isaiah served God faithfully; and this pleased and impressed God, who expanded Isaiah’s ministry beyond the Jews and he preached salvation to the Gentiles.)
Q & A
1. When was Isaiah called by God?  (vs. 1) _________________________________________________________________________

2. Isaiah’s uncompromising words came directly from God.  How was this expressed?  (vs. 2)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. When the people rejected what Isaiah said and he became frustrated what did God say to him and how would his faithfulness be rewarded?      (vs.3)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In spite of frustration Isaiah was faithful and worked hard for the Lord; and because of this how did the Lord expand his ministry?  (vs. 4-6)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

We miss the big picture by avoiding the hurdles necessary to prepare us for the next level, but must realize that whatever the Lord wants us to do, He planned prior to our conception; and He equips us.

