CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Loving as God’s People”, Matthew 5:43-48 (Matthew 22: 34-40)

November 13, 2011 (key vv. 44-45)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Know that “we reflect God’s love when we love our enemies, and pray for them.”
2. Realize the connection and “consider the relationship between loving our enemies and being a child of God…”

3. Know the importance of praying daily for your enemies.

Discuss the Meaning
Why does God want us to forgive and pray for our enemies?
In Depth:

I.  Unlike the World






Matthew 5: 43, 46-47
The two greatest commandments are to love God; and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  The Jews had twisted this to say love your neighbor (other Jews), and hate your enemies (foreigners or other religions).  Jesus admonished them “that in God’s eyes, enemies and friends should be treated equally well.”  We are to bless them that curse us; do good to them (don’t rejoice when your enemy falls); and pray for them (positive not vindictive). 
II. Like the Father






Matthew 5:44-45, 48
The children of God and the children of the devil can be easily determined because they favor their father.  God is love, and anyone who does not obey this commandment does not belong to God.  Paul wrote “You must make allowance for each other’s faults and forgive the person who offends you.”  God forgave us and we have to forgive others.  “But anyone who does not love does not know God-for God is love” (1 John 4: 8, NTL).  In His love towards us God is faithful, impartial, complete, permanent, and never fails                (1 Corinthians 13: 8)
Search the Scriptures
1. Who is our neighbor according to Jesus? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What instructions did Jesus give in verse 44?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The sun shines and the rain falls on the just and on the unjust.  What does this tell you about God’s love and His blessings (theologians termed it “common grace”)? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How can we tell the Children of God from the children of the devil?(1John 4:7, 8)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

“We grow into our identity as God’s children as we learn to love.” 

 I’m much better, however, it’s still remains a challenge for me with certain individuals, so I keep praying for them and me.

