CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

Joshua 1:  7-16 (Devotional Reading:  Deuteronomy 5: 22-23)
“Living by the Rules”  (key verse#7)
June 12, 2011

Adapted from:  “Adult Bible Quarterly”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., June-August

Objectives:
1. Know that God’s assignments require the participation of all persons involved.
2. Understand that God sometimes bases His promises on how well people help others.

Discussion Topic(s):
· God blesses us and expects us to be a blessing to others (selfless not selfish).  What do we do with our overflow or leftovers; and why do people rent storage spaces and why do they need them?  What does this say about our current condition?
Biblical Journey---  *Students Should Know That:
I.    A Conditional Promise





Joshua 1: 7-9
(*  God was about to divide the inheritance (Promised Land), but there was a requirement and the people had to do their part:  First they had to be strong, as the devil preys on the weak to turn them from God; Second the people were not to turn away from God’s Word; and Third they were not to be afraid, because God was with them.)
II.  The Acceptance and the Action




Joshua 1: 10-11
(*  Based on past victories the people should have been conditioned to trust God even with out knowing His entire plan.  They would cross a flooded Jordan river, overcome enemies mightier than them, and take possession of the land that God had already promised/given to them).
III.  A Promised Remembered





Joshua 1: 12-16
(*  The 2 tribes of Reuben and Gad at first were chastised for perceived selfishness when they asked for the fertile land east of the Jordan River (Promised Land was west of the Jordan River) before any battles.  They promised to fight and help the other 10 tribes to win battles for their land and this would take from 5 to 7 years.  If Reuben and Gad kept their part of this covenant the land east of the Jordan would be given to them for their inheritance.)
Q & A
1.  What instructions and encouragement were given to Joshua and the children of Israel?  (vs. 7-9)                                              ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Israel was to remember God’s past victories (many times they moved forward in obedience without knowing God’s full plan); and what were the people to prepare for?  (vs. 10-11)   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Blessings are tied to commitment, obedience, and action; so what did the tribes of Reuben and Gad want, but what did they have to do first?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Is the extent of our blessings conditional on how we cooperate with God?  Explain:  __________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you through this lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

“One of Satan’s favorite ploys is to persuade us to be selfish.  If he succeeds in that, then he will almost always turn us away from God.”  Remember we do little on our own; and what we have comes from God!

I must learn to move forward with confidence (what before the how) even if I don’t know God’s full plan up front.

