CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Joseph Transmits Abraham’s Promise”, Gen. 50: 15-26 (Devotional: Deut. 7: 6-11)

January 22, 2012 (key vv. Genesis 50: 20)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Know how Joseph forgave his brothers.
2. Feel thankful for forgiveness.

3. Forgive those who need to be forgiven in our lives.

Discuss the Meaning:
Proverbs 26: 27; 28:10 reminds us that those who dig a hole for others will fall into the same hole.  What does this say about revenge and forgiveness?
In Depth: 
I.  Joseph reassures His Brothers





Genesis 50: 15-21
When their father, Jacob, died, Joseph’s brothers because of guilt were worried that Joseph would seek revenge for the evil they did to him (sold him into slavery), and the sadness they caused their father, when they lied about his death.  Joseph was faithful to God and God was faithful to Joseph and brought him through every affliction.  Joseph knew that he was part of God’s plan to save his family and build the nation according to the covenant that God had made with his great grandfather, Abraham.  What his brothers meant for evil, God meant it for good.  Joseph assured his brothers that they had nothing to fear from him, as he exampled God’s forgiveness that would later come through Christ.
II. The Death of Joseph






Genesis 50: 22-26
Because of his faithfulness, God blessed Joseph who lived to be 110 and see his great grand children.  Joseph knew death was approaching, but wanted to reassure his brothers of God’s Providence.  He wanted them to know that it wasn’t him, but God who had delivered them; and that God would still take care of them.  To further encourage them, he let them know that God would bring them back to Canaan the land of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Joseph made them promise to take his bones and bury them in the Promised Land.
Search the Scriptures
1. “Who had intended to harm Joseph?  (vs. 15) _____________________________________________________________________
2. Who had a temporary burial in Egypt?  (vs. 26)” _____________________________________________________________________
3. Why did Joseph’s brothers feel guilty; and how did he show forgiveness? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

God is sovereign and does as He pleases in spite of man’s evil intentions.  Joseph told his brothers that what they meant as evil, God meant it for good!  The apostle Paul wrote, “All things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.”  (Romans 8: 28)

