CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Joseph Finds Favor”, Genesis 41: 37-45, 50-52 (Devotional: Genesis 49: 22-26)

January 8, 2012 (key vv. 38)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Understand that Joseph’s faithfulness in God opened up doors of opportunity, with great rewards for outstanding service.
2. Know that the favor of God requires commitment to faithful and responsible service at work, school, church, and in our relationship with others.

3. Realize that no matter how high you go, learn to keep your place while working hard; and remember that we all have to answer to a higher authority.

Discuss the Meaning:
*  “Why do you think God allows us to endure trials, tribulation, and hardship prior to elevating us to positions of status and authority?”
In Depth:

I.  The Favor of God






Genesis 41: 37-45
Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams was remembered by the Chief Butler of Pharaoh, who was in prison with him, because Pharaoh was having prophetic dreams that he didn’t understand.  The dreams were beyond human comprehension and only divine revelation could give the answers.  Joseph revealed through God, that there would be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of severe famine that would devastate people and nations.  Joseph came up with a plan to save Egypt, Pharaoh recognized that Joseph’s ability came from God, and he made Joseph the second ruler of the land behind him.  Joseph relied on god even while in prison as an innocent man, and God elevated him to the position of Prime Minister.  Joseph acted responsibly and God was able to use him.
II. The Fruitfulness of God





Genesis 41: 50-52
After thirteen years of slavery and prison, Joseph was given authority; honor; wealth; a new name (Zaphenath-paaneah); a wife (a daughter of a high ranking Egyptian priest); and two sons before the famine.  His son’s names reflected his life from bottom to top.  Manasseh’s name meant “cause to forget”; and Ephraim’s name had to do with being “fruitful” in a foreign land of his earlier affliction.
Search the Scriptures
1. “What items did Pharaoh give Joseph to signify his new status in Egypt?  (vs. 42) _____________________________________________________________________
2. What names did Joseph give his children and why?  (vs. 51, 52)” _____________________________________________________________________
3. How was Joseph able to stay humble and productive, especially after being elevated to a high position? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

No matter what I’m going through, I must remain faithful to the Lord, because I have already received His favor.  Shame on me when I forget this or get side tracked during a challenge.

