CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

Judges 10: 10-18 (Devotional Reading:  2 Corinthians 7: 5-11)
“Improving Community”  (key verse #16)
July 31, 2011

Adapted from:  “Adult Bible Quarterly”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., June-August

Objectives:  (Know That)
1. Know that “God’s patience has limits.”
2. Understand that God still loves us regardless of how bad we sin.
Discussion Topic(s):
· We put many things ahead of God until there is trouble.  What are some of the idols/things we put ahead of God and worship today?
Biblical Journey---  *Students Should Know That:
I.    God’s Negative Answer





Judges 10: 10-14
(* Israel continued their up and down ways of sinning, being oppressed and suffering, repenting, and God sending a judge to deliver and restore them only to repeat the process.  This time was different.  God reminded them of His deliverance and the consequences of sin; and told them He wouldn’t deliver them anymore.  They prayed to God while serving idols.  They were told, “Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen.”)
II.  Israel’s Response to the negative Answer



Judges 10: 15-16
(* Israel began to get real, admitted their sins, and knew they deserved the punishment.  They had to get rid of their idols before going to God; and serve Him with all their hearts.  In the past they only served God when freed; now they realized that idols couldn’t help them; only God could.  This new attitude got God’s attention and response, because He still loves His children.)
III.  Setting the Stage






Judges 10: 17-18
(* God directed Israel to move ahead with their military confrontation with Ammon (unlike the past, they had no battle plan, no leader, and no clear direction from God).  They sent an invitation to their half brother, Jephthah (the son of a prostitute), that they had rejected and sent away in exile, to lead and be king over them.  Then they waited on God!)
Q & A
1.  When God’s patience ran out what did He tell Israel?  (vs. 10-14)                                              ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did Israel respond to God’s negative answer?  (vs. 15-16)   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  In the past God clearly spoke to them, and gave them a plan and a leader, but how did god react this time? (vs. 17-18) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did God reveal to you through this scripture lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

Many people fool others and even themselves, but not God!  God knows our hearts and we can not mislead Him.  “He forgives only when one is truly repentant.”

