CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“Hope for the Future” (Turn to Me and Be Saved)

Isaiah 45: 18-24a (key verse 22)
January 9, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. Know that the Lord is present everywhere, in good and in bad times.
2. No matter how bad things appear, God is still in control, and has the final determination.

3. Stay alert and know that it is wrong to put our faith and loyalty in powerless idols ahead of God.

Discussion Topic:
· How can we examine and correct ourselves if our loyalty to a person place, thing or habit becomes an idol?
· Compare what the serpent did to Eve in the Garden and the danger that idols present.

Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    God’s Awesome Resume





Isaiah 45: 18, 19
(* Because of their captivity Jacob (nation of Israel) thought that the idols of their oppressors were more powerful than God; and God had to remind them that it was He that created the universe, for the sake of mankind.
II.  God’s Righteous Record





Isaiah 45: 20-21
(* Not only did God reveal himself to the Jews about being the only God of the universe, He also wanted them to reveal this to their oppressors; and to switch their loyalty from idols back to the one true and living God.)
III.  God’s Divine Rule





Isaiah 45:  22-24a
(*  Isaiah also told them about Salvation and God’s rule and if they turned to Him they would be saved; and “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth.”  Philippians 2: 10)
Q & A
1. What does Isaiah say about mankind, creation, the relationship between the two, and God?  (vs. 18) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did the Lord express Himself; what did He want His people (Jacob) to do; and how did He speak?  (vs. 19)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Idolatry was a problem for Jacob in a foreign land where their enemies appeared to be in control, however, what did God want them to know about their oppressor’s idols, who His salvation was for, and Himself?  (vs. 20-22)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How was submission to God by all of creation expressed?  (vs. 23-24)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

Many churches are not focused on God’s Word; and for many the entertainment, fish fries, by-laws, constitutions, annual committee/auxiliary celebrations, business meetings, personal agendas, etc. become idols.  (Note:  What does better attendance at business meetings versus a bible study say about a church?)

