CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“God Watches over Joseph”, Genesis 39: 1-23 (Devotional: 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13)

December 31, 2011 (key vv. 9)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Examine and follow Joseph’s example of loyalty to Potiphar and God.
2. “Reflect on how loyalty influences decisions and behavior.”

3. Be committed “to faithfulness and loyalty in our relationship with God.”

Discuss the Meaning:
*  Why is it so difficult for many to understand that when we fall into temptation and sin, “we are violating our relationship with God”?

*  Why do we walk to temptation instead of running from it?
In Depth:

I.  Refusing to Give In





Genesis 39: 7-12
Potiphar’s wife used her authority, power and control over their slave, Joseph, and demands, not seduces him for sex.  Joseph refused her enticements and demands , because her husband was good to Joseph.  Joseph said, “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”  He knew that sexual immorality and adultery results in grave consequences (sins hurts a lot of people, tears families apart, and stains our reputation and testimony).  Joseph remained loyal to his master and God by denying Potiphar’s wife’s “onslaught of sexual advances.”
II. Refusing to Give Up





Genesis 39: 13-21a
One day Joseph was alone in the house with her and, again, she wanted him to lie with her.  She grabbed him by his garment, he ran away, she used the garment as evidence, and accused Joseph of attempted rape.  The she accuses her husband for bringing Joseph into their house and shifted the blame from her to her husband and Joseph.  A slaves word meant nothing compared to the wife of a high ranking Egyptian official, and Joseph was thrown into jail.  It didn’t seem like it, but God was still with Joseph, even though his decision to remain loyal and honor God resulted in his persecution.  God remained with Joseph.  “Don’t give up doing what is right.”
Search the Scriptures
1. “What did Potiphar’s wife do with Joseph’s garment?  (vs. 16) _____________________________________________________________________
2. How did Potiphar react when he heard his wife’s words?  (vs. 19) _____________________________________________________________________
3. Instead of running from temptation, we start walking toward it.  Too often we compromise our Christian values for the sake of self-gratification.  So many Christians fail in the area of sexual temptation.  What are you willing to leave behind and give up for the sake of your Christian integrity?”  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

“Sometimes our decision to remain loyal to God places us on the receiving end of someone else’s scorn and anger.  Nevertheless, God honors our allegiance to Him.  Our commitment to live in accordance with God’s Word will orchestrate our choices, navigate our paths, and dictate our behavior.  The Lord was with Joseph, and He is with us when we stand on the principles of His Word.”

