CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“God Preserves a Remnant”, Genesis 45: 3-15 (Devotional: Psalm 81: 1-10)

January 15, 2012 (key vv. 8)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Know how Joseph didn’t hold a grudge for past wrong doings and reunited with his brothers to save the family and continue the fulfillment of the Covenant.
2. Understand that the Faith Community is a place where we all should feel protected and supported.

3. Be committed as a Faith Community to protect and support each other.

Discuss the Meaning:
* Why do bad things happen to good people?
In Depth:

I.  Joseph Makes Himself Known





Genesis 45: 3-8
When Joseph’s brothers first came to Egypt for food because of the severe famine, they didn’t recognize him.  They only saw Pharaoh’s second in command, but Joseph immediately recognized his brothers (who plotted to kill him, then sold him into slavery).  Joseph did not reveal himself at first.  The next time they came for food Joseph told them, “I am Joseph your brother.”  They must have been in fear for what they did to him, but he assured them that they didn’t have to fear.  Joseph knew that his affliction was part of God’s bigger plan to save his family and carry out the covenant to build a great nation.  What they meant for evil God meant for good!  Joseph recognized God’s sovereignty, and in spite of his brother’s sins against him, he was in a position “to preserve a remnant of His chosen people.  God is in divine control.”  Looking beyond his past circumstances Joseph knew that God, not his brothers had sent him to Egypt to be a ruler in that land to save his family.
II. A Family Reunited






Genesis 45: 9-15
Joseph let his brothers know that there were five more years of famine coming, and promised that he wanted to take care of his father, Jacob (Israel), and the whole family.  Joseph as a ruler in Egypt had the power to do this.  Joseph’s full brother, Benjamin (both had the same mother and father), was only a year old when they were separated.  He had nothing to do with the mistreatment Joseph received from his ten half brothers (same father different mothers).  Joseph hugged and cried over Benjamin and he called all his brothers to him and hugged and cried over them, too.  They realized by his actions that he was not holding a grudge.  He showed compassion to those who hurt him.  “He did not let past experience with his brothers defeat the purpose of all that the Lord allowed him to go through.”
Search the Scriptures
1. “When Joseph announced himself to his brothers, and asked if his father was alive, why couldn’t his brothers answer him?  (vs. 3) _____________________________________________________________________
2. Why did God send Joseph to Egypt ahead of his brothers?  (vs. 5)” _____________________________________________________________________
3. How did the actions of Pontius Pilate, Judas Iscariot, the mob in the streets, and cruel Roman soldiers fulfill God’s divine plan? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

What Satan meant for evil (killing Jesus on the Cross), God worked it for good (Jesus’ resurrection and our salvation)!  God can turn the negativity and evil we go through and make it all good!


