CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“From Generation to Generation”, Proverbs 4: 10-15 (Devotional: Jeremiah 31: 7-11)

September 11, 2011 (key vs. 27)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. The teachings in Proverbs promote wisdom and good living, because it’s our choice if we want to live wisely or foolishly.
2. Each person must choose the straight path, which is the best strategy for a godly and good life.
Discussion:   Is following the straight path of wisdom and avoiding evil easy or popular; and why is it important to hide God’s Word in our hearts?
In Depth:
I.  Two Paths, Two Different Outcomes



Proverbs 4: 10-15
King Solomon taught his son “that life is a two-way street…”  We can either do the right thing (live wisely-follow the straight path), or follow the wicked and evil path.  He wanted him to hide God’s word in his heart; recognize evil, stay away from and walk away from evil, and watch who he associated with.  He let his son know that doing the right thing is not always popular or easy.  In spite of his short comings, his children witnessed God’s blessings upon Solomon’s life.  Obeying “God’s word”, he knew “could break the cycle of violence and sexual sins among the men in his family.”
II. Practice Makes Perfect





Proverbs 4: 20-27
King Solomon gave his son some practical tips on how to live wisely:  (1)  Guard your heart; (2)  Guard your mouth-words; (3) Be alert as to what you see (look straight ahead, not the things on the side) and stay focused on wisdom; and (4)  Be considerate in relationships and actions.  Moreover, we must guard our hearts “as the issues of life flow from it.”  We don’t want our hearts corrupted by sin; and this is a heart that is defiled by sinful and evil thoughts and desires.  “A well-kept heart produces glory unto God and goodness toward others.  Out of a poorly kept heart come murder, lust, lying, envy, and other sins.”  Don’t let your eyes be distracted (note:  temptations are on both sides of the road no matter which one you choose), so stay on the path of wisdom.
Search the Scripture:
1. What did Solomon want his son to do, what did he say about wisdom, and what was the benefit of wise living?  (vs. 10-11)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What did he his son to do with instruction; what did he advise about evil men?  (vs. 12-15) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
3. What did Solomon say about his words and their benefits?  (vs. 20-22)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did Solomon instruct his son about his heart and conduct?  (vs. 23-27) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

· The path of wisdom leads to long life, prosperity and happiness; and it’s vitally important to keep God’s Word in our hearts.  We are to keep sight straight ahead and not be tempted by the things on the side of the road (adversity or prosperity).

· The heart must be guarded because basically apart from God we are dead, but obeying wisdom can restore life, health and soundness.


