CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“Forgiving as God’s People”, Matthew 5: 17-26 (Psalm 32: 1-5)

November 6, 2011 (key vv. 23-24)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Know Jesus’ teaching about reconciliation.
2. Have joy in forgiving and reflect on being forgiven.

3. Seek to repair a damaged relationship.

Discuss the Meaning
We want and expect others to forgive us when we mess up, but why (even Christians) do we find it so hard to repay the same kindness to those who offend us?
In Depth:
I.  Law Fulfilled






Matthew 5: 17-18
Jesus came to fulfill the law (Old Testament) not dismantle it.  When He died on the cross he said, “It is finished”, because His work was done (victory over Satan, sin, and death).  The perfect sacrifice (Jesus), paid the price and suffered and died to forgive us our sins.  He completely fulfilled the law.
II. Hypocrisy Condemned





Matthew 5: 19-20
The Pharisees and Scribes put on an outward show about being holy (how they dressed and acted in public, putting rules on others that they did not follow themselves), which was hypocritical.  It’s not what we show on the outside that counts, but what’s on the inside that comes from our hearts.  It’s about not only receiving forgiveness, but also extending it to others with a life style that promotes reconciliation.
III. Harmonious Living





Matthew 5: 21-26
All evil thoughts (murder, adultery, sexual immorality, etc.) come from the heart.  “…anger is akin to murder and has its own consequences.”  Being angry without cause and holding a grudge is especially wrong and spiritually dangerous.  Remember that Jesus prayed for his enemies.  There is power in forgiveness between God and man, and with others.  Forgiveness can heal the past, present and future wounds; and “the formation of grudges.”  Forgiveness brings inner peace and joy.
Search the Scriptures
1. How did Jesus feel about the law and the prophets; how did He express it; and how did He describe those who broke God’s Commandments?  ( vs. 17-19)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why was Jesus so upset with the Pharisees?  (vv. 20-22)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. “What did Jesus say needs to be accomplished before bringing a gift to God.”?  (vs. 23-24)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

“Yeast referred to the false teaching among the Pharisees and Sadducees—a small amount could rise and spread (vv. 7-12 NLT)

