CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

Judges 7: 2-4, 13-15; 8: 22-25 (Devotional Reading:  1 Samuel 2: 1-10)
“Following Wise Leaders”  (key verse Judges 7: 15)
July 24, 2011

Adapted from:  “Adult Bible Quarterly”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., June-August

Objectives:  (Know That)
1. “God does not need us in order to win.
2. God can use frightened people to accomplish acts of bravery.”

Discussion Topic(s):
· Has fear ever controlled your actions; if so have you ever asked God for help?
· Who should we give credit for our successes?
Biblical Journey---  *Students Should Know That:
I.    Strength through Subtraction





Judges 7: 2-4
(* Gideon had to face an enormous occupation army that had oppressed Israel for years.  He got his own army together of over 30,000 men.  God didn’t need Gideon’s troops for victory and would give them the victory by “His divine power.”  God told Gideon to send the fearful home and over 20,000 men left.  God further reduce it down to 300 men, who would face thousands.)
II.  An Omen of Victory






Judges 7: 13-15
(* Gideon asked God to perform 2 signs and God did to encourage him (fleece episodes-see Judges 6: 36-40).  Gideon was told to take one person and to sneak into the enemies’ camp; and they heard the Midianites talk about a fearful dream and the interpretation of Gideon’s and Israel’s victory over them.  This confirmed what God had promised Gideon all along and gave him more confidence.  Gideon stopped questioning and really began worshipping God!) 

III.  Godly Humility






Judges 8: 22-25
(* God gave Gideon and his 300 men a miraculous victory over thousands.  Israel wanted to make Gideon their ruler; he refused, knew that God had given them the victory; and told them that he nor his son would rule over them: “the Lord shall rule over you.”
Q & A
1.  Why did God have Gideon reduce his army and how was this accomplished?  (Judges 7: 2-4)                                              ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How did God encourage and give Gideon confidence before going into battle?  (Judges  6: 36-40; 7: 13-15)   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  What did the men of Israel request of Gideon; what did he tell them; and what did he ask of them? (Judges 8: 22-25) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did God reveal to you through this scripture lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

We must be careful not to take credit for victories or successes for ourselves, but to give God the glory!  (After the victory Israel tried to make Gideon the ruler over them, but he refused telling them “The Lord shall rule over you.”)

