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Discussion Topics:

· Even when we disagree and get mad, is someone a hater or lover when they help us identify the sinfulness in our lives?
· Why is confession and repentance of sin important?
· Can an entire nation be impacted by the sins of individuals?  Explain?
Aim’s
- - - 
Students Should Know That:
1. After God restored them from captivity and helped return them back to Jerusalem, the Israelites continued in their idolatry/sin (worshipped the foreign gods of their foreign wives); and Ezra prayed for the people and himself in great humility confessing their sins.
2. True repentance requires action; and Ezra got the people to see how good God still was to them even in their disobedience (grace & mercy); continued to openly rebuke them, pray and confess their sins; and they repented and sent their strange wives and children away.
3. Obedience to God’s Word is necessary in order to be in a right relationship with Him; and we can not make excuses for our sins, we must know that not confessing sin and not repenting not only hurts the individual, but can also negatively impact the nation; so we must confront sin, repent, and get right with God.
Biblical Journey:
I.    Ezra’s Prayer of Confession




Ezra: 9: 5-7
II.   Restoration Requires Obedience



Ezra: 9: 8-9
III.  Continued Confession




Ezra 9: 10-11
IV.  We Must Confess





Ezra 9: 15
Q & A
1. “Consider Ezra’s identifying sin, calling for repentance, and confession on behalf of the people.  Would you have done the same (why/why not)? ____________________________________________________________ 
2. Do you think that the people considered him their hater or lover?  ______________________________________________________________
3. What qualities are necessary to face, confess, and handle sins and sinfulness God’s way?  ______________________________________________________________
4. Does your community of faith help you overcome sin?  What steps can be taken so that there is support for this kind of healing?”  ________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you through this lesson?  ________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

An intermediary (Ezra during this time period and Jesus later) is someone who stands between sinful people and God, to help them confront and repent of their sins, so that they can be restored back to a right relationship with God; and being like Ezra is a challenge for church leaders.

