CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“Experiencing Redemption” (I Am Your Redeemer)

Isaiah 44: 21-26 (key verse 22)
January 2, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. Know that we were created by God (His servants); and our disobedience and rebellion will result in chastisement, but if we confess our sins we will be forgiven.

2. The Lord can stop and reverse the power of evil brought against His people by their enemies.

3. Through Isaiah the prophet, God wanted His people to know that although the relationship was strained, that He still loved them and would honor the covenant relationship (hope in God’s promise), and that they should keep a spiritual perspective to this end.
Discussion Topic:
· Losing hope is part of the spiritual attack we come under from Satan.  A military strategy during war is to cut off your opponents communications.  What does this suggest about our prayer life, bible reading & study, and fellowship with other believers (church attendance)?
· How much do you trust God versus the things of this world?

Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    God’s Call to Remember and Return



Isaiah 44: 21, 22
(* Judah turned their backs on God and worshipped worthless idols; Isaiah prophesied their captivity 200 years before it happened; however God keeps His promises and did not forget them.  “Even though the Lord does not take sin lightly, if we confess our sins, He will forgive us.”  We should never lose hope!

II.  God’s Call to Celebrate His Goodness




Isaiah 44: 23
(* God is merciful when we repent; He is a sustainer and allowed Judah to return from captivity back to their homeland. God commanded nature to celebrate this return and the heavens and earth shouted for joy. ) 
III.  God’s Call to Reflect on His Power



Isaiah 44: 25, 26
(*God is omnipotent and frustrates the plans of His adversaries.  God redeemed (buy back) His people before they were in their mother’s wombs.  He delivered them (us) from sin and did not abandon us because of it.  Today Christians must not be tempted to seek out false prophets or the occult that tell us what we want to hear, versus the truth (that sometimes hurts) that we may need to hear for our own good.)
Q & A
1. Through the prophet, Isaiah, what did the Lord want His people to remember?  (vs.21, 22)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was nature’s role in this prophecy?  (vs. 23)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How did the Lord express His relationship with His people; and with His enemies?         (vs. 24,  25)  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How can we tell a true prophet from a false prophet and how is this confirmed?  (vs. 26)   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  
The devil plants discouraging thoughts in our mind to cause us to doubt our salvation and God.  “The only way to counteract Satan’s lies is to speak God’s Word to him.”  Also, know that, “…believers may lose their fellowship with God, but never their salvation.” 

 “Satan, knowing full well the extent of our disobedience, will take our wrongs and, as the older people used to say, ‘Wash our faces with them.’  The Lord, on the other hand, will not ‘wash our faces with them.’  On the contrary---when He believes it to be time, He will wash our sins away.”


