CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“Emulating Others” (The Christ Hymn)

Philippians 2: 1-11 (key verse #5)
May 1, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., March-May

Objectives:
1. To comprehend and commit to following Christ’s example; to challenge ourselves daily to have the mind of Christ and be Christ-like; and to examine our motives for Christian service.
2. Beware and do not get caught up in vain glory (selfish motives), but learn to esteem others better than yourself (selflessness).

3. Understand that “Jesus trod the path of suffering…”, however, his humility was exalted to the highest level and he was given a name above every name at the end.
Discussion: Topic
· There is suffering in life, but how should this influence how you live your life?             (1 Peter 3: 17)
· Following Christ path (suffering) will lead to sharing his heavenly glory; why is this better than earthly glory?

Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    Exhibiting the Right Attitude




Philippians 2: 1-4)
(* “…it is mandatory that we have the Holy Spirit-infuse love sifting our minds and motives.”  Christians are to be genuinely “…concerned for the life, health, and well being of others.”  Our motives are to be pure and selfless, not selfish and self serving.)
II.  Celebrating Christ

 



Philippians 2: 5-11
(* Jesus’ motives were pure; we need to have his mind!  We need to constantly examine ourselves and our desire to be Christ-like, and to follow his path that included suffering before glory.  We should have pure motives when we serve.  Jesus gave up his heavenly glory, suffered and allowed himself to be used.  Because of his humility he put us ahead of himself and took our punishment.  For this God exalted him and gave him a name above every name.  Every knee will bow,  “… and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”)
Q & A
1. Concerning humility and being Christ-like, what did Paul instruct the Philippians about if they really wanted to make him happy?  (vs. 1-3)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How were they to value others compared to themselves; and who should be their example?    (vs. 4-5)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did Jesus give up or exchange, and what did his humble state lead too?  (vs. 6-8) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why do we worship Jesus and how will this be manifested or shown?  (vs. 9-11)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________

I learned that:  
We need the mind of Christ today, more than ever!

Through selfless love and sacrifice for each other (money and even their lives) and a Christ-like example, the early church/Christians drew people, who joined in masses.  Today, however, many churches/Christians drive people away because of their selfish hateful attitudes, thus giving the world “ammunition to discredit our Christ.”

