CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“An ordered Life”, Proverbs 29: 16-27 (Devotional: Deuteronomy 1: 9-17)

October 2, 2011 (key vs. Proverbs 29: 25 )

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Sept.-Nov., Tradition and Wisdom

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:

1. Know that there is a relationship between an orderly life and trust in God.
2. Strategize, based on godly principles, to live a orderly life; and “chang any actions that cause us to step outside of godly principles.”

Discussion Topic:   

 How/why is our increased trust in God connected to our ultimate security and living an ordered life?
In Depth:
I.  God Commands Self-Control



Proverbs 29: 16-22
More sin leads to more rebellion and societal moral decay, and this holds true for the past and today.  God in His own way and time will change things and the wicked will be cut off.  Children are a blessing and obedient children are a source of joy and comfort to their parents.  It starts with a spiritual foundation and is enhanced by education.  A good parent disciplines their children out of love (today there is confusion about proper discipline and child abuse).  Discipline, however, brings “delight instead of shame to a parent’s home and reputation.”  Prophets share God’s wisdom and commands; and it is this vision that leads to a good life.  Without vision (hearing, knowing and doing God’s Word/Will), people perish!  Thoughtless conversation and hasty speech leads to sin and chaos.  Being slow to speak (thinking first) is a sign of wisdom.  God commands self-control, however, be aware that “there is a difference between righteous indignation-that takes a stand-and uncontrolled, unbridled anger that leads to sin.”
II. God Commands Humility



Proverbs 29: 23-25
Worldly standards encourage independence, however, “Solomon taught that pride can lead people to live independently from God.”  Out of pride we tend to depend on ourselves rather than trusting God.  The prideful will be brought down, while the humble will be exalted.  God’s standard is humility, meekness, and servant hood.  Those who partner with a thief and hide the truth (an accomplice) is a silent witness who God will also punish.  “Seen and unseen wrong doing do not please God.”  Fear of those in authority is a sin, because we are not trusting God for protection and deliverance.
III. God Is in Control




Proverbs 29: 26-27
God is all about justice; and believers must be committed in their faith to trust Him!  “Ultimately, God controls the rulers that humanity seeks to please because God is sovereign-in control of His universe and never out of control of it.”
Search the Scriptures
1. “…where does God place the responsibility for discipline?”  (vs. 17)  __________________________________________________________________
2. “Where is the freedom that is associated with the ‘fear of man’?”         (vs. 25) __________________________________________________________________
3. What is the difference between having vision and not having vision?  (vs. 18)  __________________________________________________________________
4. Contrast between how God feels about pride and humility.  (vs. 24)  __________________________________________________________________
5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

Many people use Proverbs 29:18, but the “Vision” being referred to is the wisdom that comes from God’s Word and living according to it.  We must keep praying and increase our trust in God!

