CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“All in the Family” (Worship Inspires Service)

1 Timothy 5: 1-18, 17-22 (key verse 8)
March 27, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., March-May

Objectives:
1. Understand that older men and women are to be treated as fathers and mothers and with respect; while male and female peers as siblings.
2. Realize that it is the responsibility of family (children, grandchildren, nephews and nieces) to take care of their elderly and indigent members, especially widows; and not the social safety net or church alone.

3. Appreciate and honor Ordained Clergy who should be properly compensated in order to relieve stress so that they can maximize their teaching, preaching, and pastoral service.
Discussion Topic:
· What does nursing homes, family assistance, and the overall way we treat our elderly say about us and our society?
Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    Relating to Our Elders and Our Peers




1 Timothy 5: 1-2
(* Even when providing godly leadership by correcting older men, it was to be done in the right tone.  Older men were to be treated with respect and as fathers.  Older woman were to be treated as mothers and peers like siblings)
II.  The Care of Widows

 




1 Timothy 5: 3-8
(* The church is to take care of indigent widows, however, this responsibility falls on their family first, their children, grandchildren, nephews, and nieces.  Those who didn’t take care of families were called infidels (unbelievers).  Widows were to live righteous lives.)
III.  Clergy Compensation





1 Timothy 5: 17-18
(* Many pastors work long and hard for their congregations.  Many receive low compensation while battling financial problems.  Good pastors deserve decent compensation; and to do less hinders their ministry.)
IV.  Clergy Discipline






1 Timothy 5: 19-20

(* Accusations against a pastor should not be entertained unless it is made by at least two witnesses.  If true the offender is to be “rebuked publicly” and given a chance to repent.)
V.    Two Final Instructions





1 Timothy 5: 21-22

(* “…show no partiality in …dealings with any segment of the congregation….and a man should not be ordained too quickly.”  Timothy (us too) was to shun sins, watch who he associated with, and keep himself pure.)
Q & A
1. How was Timothy to treat elderly men and women, peers, and especially what did he say about widows? (vs 1-4) _________________________________________________________________________

2. What was said about the conduct and life style of indigent widows; and how were those who didn’t take care of them described?”  (vs. 5- 8)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What was said about Pastor’s compensation and how they were to be treated when accused of alleged wrong doing?      (vs. 17-20)   _________________________________________________________________________ 
4. What was said about how we treat each other; about whether to ordain someone, and about how we are to live our lives? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________

I learned that:  
We need to be more sensitive to the needs of Ordained Clergy; realize that they are human and not super heroes with many of the same needs as everyone else; and church members  must examine themselves so that we don’t become numb or unappreciative.


