CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“According to the Promise”, Luke 1: 46-55 (Devotional: 2 Corinthians 1: 18-22)

December 25, 2011 (key vv. 12)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Acknowledge Mary’s song of praise for God’s faithfulness!
2. “Appreciate the faithfulness of God’s people from generation to generation.”

3. Reflect on areas of our faithfulness to God and how it can be strengthened.

Discuss the Meaning
· Mary, regardless of her circumstances (poverty, and pregnant before marriage) realized that the greatest blessing she could ever have was having God as her Savior.  What hinders our faith; and how can we rise above our circumstances?
In Depth:

I.  God’s Personal Blessings on Mary



Luke 1: 46-49
Mary rejoiced because God is her Savior and we should, too!  She also praise God for blessing her in spite of her humble status.  Although poor, from a poor village, with the possibility of being stoned to death because she was pregnant before marriage, she did not view her lowly status as a disadvantage in the sight of God.  God exalts the humble and those who believe and trust in Him!
II. God’s Blessings on His People




Luke 1: 50-53
Mary knew the history of her people recorded in scripture, about their deliverance and God’s continued blessings upon His people.  “This is more than simple optimism.”  Through Jesus God changed human dynamics via a moral revolution where the humble are elevated while the proud are brought low.  He also ushered in a “social revolution” where in His sight we are all important regardless of our social status, as human labels and status means little to God.  There was also an “economic revolution” where no one went hungry in the early church, as people sold their property and shared their wealth willingly to help the poor.  This is contrary to the worldly standards of greed and materialism that was back then and that we still see today, to the detriment of many.
III. God’s Faithfulness in Sending the Messiah



Luke 1: 54-55
Mary acknowledges and praises God for His faithfulness to each generation.  She knew of God’s promises to Abraham; and that through him all nations would be blessed.  The baby she was carrying through the Holy Ghost would be the promised Messiah, the Savior of the world.  Even though they had to wait for many generations, God is faithful and keeps his promises.
Search the Scriptures
1. “What specific blessings does Mary thank God for?  (vs. 46-49) _____________________________________________________________________
2. What sort of people does God bless?  (vs. 50-53)) _____________________________________________________________________
3. What attributes of God did Mary recite?  (50-55) _____________________________________________________________________
4. How did God treat the descendants of Abraham?”  (vs. 54-55)  __________________________________________________________________________________
5. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

“Our faith must be more than simple optimism.”  Not only should we count our blessings, but also read and study scripture and you will discover for yourself how God has kept all of His promises from generation to generation.

