CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“A Promise to Abraham”, Genesis 15: 1-6, 12-18 (Devotional:  Hebrews 13: 17-22)

December 11, 2011 (key vv. 6)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb., God Establishes a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. Appreciate the great promise God made to Abram and Sarai of a child who both were old and beyond child bearing age, plus Sarai was barren.
2. Never underestimate God’s ability to accomplish what appears to be impossible.

3. Cultivate a faith in God and manifest His promised blessings.

Discuss the Meaning
· Saria was barren and Abram was age 75 when promised a child (he was 100 and she was 90 when the child came).  What lesson can we learn from them about waiting on God?
In Depth:

I.  God Reinforces His Promises to Abram



Genesis 15: 1-3
In a vision, God very strongly let Abram know that he had nothing to fear because He was with him and was Abram’s “exceeding great reward.”  Everything that Abram would ever need (safety, security, possessions) God would provide.  Abram declared God as the source of his blessings-reward.  Abram trusted God, but still wondered about when God would give him the promised son.
II. God Unveils Details of His Promise to Abram


Genesis 14: 4-6
Because he was childless, Abram, according to custom, thought that his heir would be his servant, Eliezer.  God reassured Abram; however, that He would provide him a son.  All things are possible with God, even to a couple beyond child bearing age.  God showed Abram the stars in heaven to make His point about how innumerable Abram’s offspring would be.  Abram believed God, and his belief was counted as righteousness.
III. God Foretells Abram and His Seed’s Future


Genesis 15: 12-16

As God begins His covenant with Abram, He puts him in a deep sleep, and Abram is in the “awesome power of God’s holy presence.”  God shows him the future of his seed (children).  They would go to Egypt in peace, end up with 400 years of slavery, but would endure affliction, as they are given the Promised Land.  God would give them land and make their nation great.  Because of faithfulness, Abram would live in peace and die a good old age.
IV. God Ratifies His Covenant With Abram


Genesis 15: 17-18

Through sacrificial offerings, God ratifies His covenant.  The smoking furnace represents the affliction of his children in Egypt.  The burning lamp represents their comfort in affliction and the assurance that God is with them, would deliver them, and punish their enemies.  The covenant was confirmed with a sacrificial offering.  God honors His Word!
Search the Scriptures
1. “What was Abram’s concern regarding God’s promise?  (vs. 2,3) __________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is Abram’s response to God?”  (vs. 6) __________________________________________________________________________________
3. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

· Impatience with unanswered prayers that leads to discontent and bitterness displeases God.
· No matter what you’re waiting on God to do, “…be faithful to God’s Word and trust that His promises are true.

