CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/ ADULT CLASS

“A Matter of Identity” (Jesus Is the Messiah)

Mark 8: 27-38; 9: 1 (key verse 29)
February 6, 2011

Adapted from:  “Baptist Teacher”, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., Dec.-February.

Objectives:
1. We need to know that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah/Anointed One), the Son of the Living God, in order to have a proper relationship with Him.

2. Have a proper perspective about Jesus’ suffering, because while many view it as an injustice, know that Jesus was being obedient to provide humanity with salvation.

Discussion Topic:
· Peter had a false sense of loyalty and was used by Satan when he tried telling Jesus that His mission to suffer was not right.  Do we have a false sense of loyalty, like Peter, regarding suffering?
Biblical Journey:  (* Aims---Students Should Know That)
I.    Establishing Jesus’ True Identity




Mark 8: 27-30
(* Many thought that Jesus was John the Baptist, Elijah or one of the other prophets, but we must know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God!  What we believe is important to the relationship we have with Him!)
II.  Jesus Predicts His Upcoming Ordeal




Mark 8: 31-33
(* Jesus told His disciples that He would have to suffer, be rejected by the elders…, killed, and would be resurrected from the dead.  Peter under the influence of Satan rebuked Jesus for this, but Jesus rebuked Peter and told Satan to get behind Him.  Suffering was necessary for our redemption and God’s plan!)
III.  The Cost of Following Jesus




Mark 8: 34-38; 9: 1
(* We must put Jesus first and the world behind us; and this is what He meant when He said that we have to “…deny himself or herself and pick up the cross and follow Him.”  To save our lives we would have to lose it (to the things of this world) and gain eternal life through Christ.  What good is it to gain the world and lose our souls?  And finally if we are ashamed of Jesus in this world, He will be ashamed of us when we have to give an account of our lives to God, come judgment day.)

Q & A
1. How did Jesus’ disciples respond when He asked them who people thought that He was?  (vs. 27-28) _________________________________________________________________________

2. Being enlightened by the Holy Ghost, how did Peter respond to Jesus’ question?  (vs. 29)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What prediction did Jesus tell the disciples; how did Peter respond and who was really influencing him; and what was Jesus’ response?      (vs. 30-34)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. A worldly perspective can make our Christian witness inconsistent, so what did Jesus say about the cost of discipleship? (vs. 35-9: 1)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you personally through this lesson?  _________________________________________________________________________
I learned that:  

Our loyalty to Christ can become tainted by Satan, just like Peter’s was; and this can make our witness inconsistent.  We must battle worldly opinions and influences with the Word of God, prayer, and fellowship with mature believers.

