CONGDON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH/YOUNG ADULT’S CLASS

“A Blessing for All Nations”, Genesis 12: 1-9 (Devotional: Hebrews 6: 13-20)

December 4, 2011 (key vs. 2)

Adapted from:  Urban Ministries, Inc., “Direction Teacher”, Dec.-Feb. God Establishers a Faithful People

Aim for Change---By the end of this lesson you will:
1. “Learn the story of God’s call and promise to Abram.
2. Reflect on the joy that Abram and Sarai’s faith gave to them from obeying the Lord.

3. Decide what we are willing to sacrifice to claim the promises of God.”

Discuss the Meaning
· What does our level of faith and trust in God have to do with our blessings?
In Depth:

I.  God’s Call for a Blessed Nation




Genesis 12: 1-3
Abram came from a land and family of idol worshipers.  He was obedient and moved at God’s Word.  During his second encounter and due to his faith, God promised to bless Abram, make him a great nation, to make his name great, and for him to be a blessing to the whole earth.  Remember that Abram was 75 years old and his wife Saria was barren (childless).  Based on this relationship through faith, God promised to bless those who blessed Abram, and to curse those who cursed him.  All families of the earth would be blessed because of Abrams faith in God.  Jesus Christ would come through the Jews-decedents of Abram.  Also note that from Abram’s seed came the three major world religions who all call him father:  Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (from Abram’s son, Ishmael).
II. Abram’s Response to God’s Call




Genesis 12: 4-6
Abram followed God’s spoken command, uprooted his family and whole way of life and walked in obedience because he trusted in what God had revealed to him (promises).  In the beginning he didn’t know God’s whole plan, but kept moving forward by focusing on God’s promises.
III.  God’s Promise of Generational Blessings



Genesis 12: 7

God appeared to Abram in human form (theophany); and some scholars believe this was Jesus in “His pre-incarnate state.”  The promised blessings were restated to Abram (children from a barren wife, and how his decedents would conquer the Promised Land).  Abram responded through worship to the presence of God and built an altar.  The proper response to God is worship.
IV.  Abram’s Obedience in Answering God’s Call


Genesis 12: 8-9

Through faith-trust-obedience Abram continued to follow God.  He is the father of a “monotheistic religion that is based on a relationship with the true and living God.”  Because of his faithful response all nations have been blessed.  He led a disciplined life of worship walking in obedience.

Search the Scriptures
1. “What was God’s instruction to Abram (Genesis 12: 1) ? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was God’s promise to Abram (vs. 2-3)?”   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What was Abram’s response to God’s call (vv. 4-5)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How is the Holy Spirit leading me and how can I apply this lesson to my life?  __________________________________________________________________
I learned that:

· The collective blessings given to Abram by God was “a reversal of the curses pronounced by God at the tower of Babel.”

· “Abram teaches us to keep moving forward by focusing on God’s promise (Hebrews 12:2).”

